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was determined to control. They came up to me with a
curious glance of half-suppressed glee, breathless and
mocking. They asked me questions of gay nonsense with
a serious voice and solemn look. I answered in their kind.
On a sudden I seemed endowed with new powers, and
blessed with the gift of tongues. I spoke to them with
a levity which was quite strange to me, a most unnatural
ease. I even, in my turn, presented to them questions, to
which they found it difficult to respond. Some run away
to communicate their impression to their comrades, some
stayed behind, but these became more serious and more
natural. When they found that I was endowed with a
pregnant and decided character, their eyes silently pro-
nounced me a good fellow; they vied with each other in
kindness, and the most important led me away to initiate
me in their mysteries.

Weeks flew away, and I was intoxicated with my new
life and my new reputation. I was in a state of ceaseless
excitement. It seemed that my tongue never paused: yet
each word brought forth a new laugh, each sentence of
gay nonsense fresh plaudits. All was rattle, frolic, and
wild mirth. My companions caught my unusual manner,
they adopted my new phrases, they repeated my extra-
ordinary apophthegms. Everything was viewed and done
according to the new tone which I had introduced. It
was decided that I was the wittiest, the most original, the
most diverting of their society. A coterie of the congenial
insensibly formed around me, and my example gradually
ruled the choice spirits of our world. I even mingled in
their games although I disliked the exertion, and in those
in which the emulation was very strong I even excelled.
My ambition conquered my nature. It seemed that I was
the soul of the school. Wherever I went my name sounded,
whatever was done my opinion was quoted. I was caressed,
adored, idolised. La a word, I was popular.